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KINGSTON PLAZA
151 Plaza Road, Kingston, NY 12401
845-338-6300 • Herzogs.com

4 Step Lawn Care Program
*Limit 2 Programs

Instant Rebate

5,000 sq. ft. Program
Without Seeding

 119.99 Sale Price

-20.00 Instant Rebate

99.99 Final Cost!*
With Seeding

139.99 Sale Price

-30.00 Instant Rebate

109.99 Final Cost!*
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15,000 sq. ft. Program
Without Seeding

289.99 Sale Price

-50.00 Instant Rebate

239.99 Final Cost!*
With Seeding

349.99 Sale Price

-75.00 Instant Rebate

274.99 Final Cost!*
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hello, sunshine!
Some things are just better in a particular 
season, like wool socks, fresh tomatoes, and 
pumpkin spice lattes. It’s true, too, if you want 
to go solar. While adding solar to your home or 
business is a smart decision at any time, spring 
is the ideal time to go solar and save money!

Fun fact: on average, there’s 15-20% more 
sunshine in March than in February, and those 
numbers only get better as we move into the 
summer months. More sunshine plus more 
daylight means more energy fueling your solar 
array. And in New York, your utility even allows 
you to “bank” the unused energy you produce 
as credits toward your energy bill in the 
off-season. That means the solar goodness 
just keeps on giving all year round.

Need a few more reasons to check out solar? 
Going solar means moving away from fossil fuels 
and using the sun’s clean energy to power your 
life, which is huge for our communities and for 
the world…Not to mention you could reduce your 
electricity bill by as much as 90% and have nearly 
50% of the cost of your solar installation covered 
if you’re eligible for New York State and Federal 
incentives.

Have we piqued your interest? If so, now is the 
time to maximize your investment, bank as many 
solar credits as you can, and cut your energy bill 
and carbon footprint to boot. Spring into action 
and contact SunCommon today to make your 
green dreams a reality!

Contact SunCommon today at solar@suncommon.com
suncommon.com/hvliving
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Express your personal style 

by Susan Barnett

W
hat do all-white rooms say about the world we live in? There’s 
a growing discussion of color in fashion and decor. Or, to be more 
specific, a discussion of chromophobia – the fear of color. The 
disorder is, according to many, very specific to Western culture. 

If you are addicted to online real-estate browsing or you’ve looked at Airbnbs on-

Live colorfully

WILLIAM LAVALETTE 

Interior design by Meg Lavalette.
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line, you know all about 
it. It’s called the neutral 
aesthetic, or the vanilla-
girl aesthetic. It’s mostly 
white. Very white. White 
on white, in fact. 

And it’s everywhere. 
White ceilings and walls, 
white furniture. The floor 
might even be painted 
white. It’s frosty, yet dis-
tinctly not Scandinavian. 
It’s paired with black or 
gray, if any color besides 
white is allowed.

It’s totally on trend for 
the majority of Ameri-
cans who care about such 
things.

The Internet  and 
home-design shows have 
ushered in the era of 
neutrals. Despite the 
Pantone Color of the 
Year continuing to skew 
toward deep, bold color 
(this year it’s Viva Magenta), neutrals are 
the accepted color of luxury and privilege 
in home décor and in fashion. 

It’s so ubiquitous that there are even 
online parodies of children’s colorless 
fashions, recommending “sad, beige 

clothes for sad, beige children.”

It began with colonialism

An article in Psychology Today a couple 
of years ago (“There’s Nothing Neutral 
About Neutral Colors” https://www.

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM ABRANOWICZ

A living room (above) and bedroom (below) from Sean Scherer's book Kabinett & Kammer, Creating Authentic 
Interiors.



Spring 2023 • • 7Hudson Valley Livingulster publishing

Transform your Landscape
Into a Landmark.
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psychologytoday.com/us/blog/making-
sense/202006/there-s-nothing-neutral-
about-neutral-colors) explored the his-
torical origins of the rigid Western con-
trol of color. The preference for neutral, 
subdued tones is, according to historians, 
a trend that began with colonialism, 
and is, the article concluded, a powerful 
statement of someone’s perceived social, 
intellectual and racial status. 

A recent article in Buzzfeed News 
(https://www.buzzfeednews.com/ar-
ticle/stephaniemcneal/beige-neutrals-

trend-social-media) stated, “A spokes-
person for the creator-driven shopping 
platform LTK told me that in the past 
month searchers looking for a neutral 
aesthetic” have shot up by 283 percent, 
with a 400 percent increase in searches 
for a vanilla-girl aesthetic.”

It was not always thus, particularly in 
the Hudson Valley and Catskills. Wood-
stock, the historic arts colony, was once 
particularly colorful. Even a decade ago, 
décor was still often inspired by the col-
ors of Tibet and India. Before Kingston 

became fashionable, home décor there 
was anything but. 

Now the most expensive homes in any 
Hudson Valley community all look very 
much the same.

Sean Scherer refers to it as “boring 
interiors for boring people.” 

Scherer is an artist. He is also an au-
thor, educator, and owner of Kabinett 
& Kammer, a Delaware County shop he 
describes as a contemporary curiosity 
shop of antiques, natural wonders, and 
art. He calls himself a modernist, but to 
him that doesn’t mean spare and boring. 
He’s the man who helped create a one-
of-a-kind home in a former firehouse for 
CNN anchor Anderson Cooper, replete 
with cherished family heirlooms, deep 
colors, and lots of books. 

That’s the polar opposite of what most 
design sites tell you to do.

Scherer said a Nashville antiques dealer 
recently passed on a cabinet in his shop 
that she desperately wanted to buy. It 
was gray, with a hint of green. She said 
her clients wouldn’t buy anything that 
wasn’t pure white, black or gray. Their 
décor, she said, was white on white. 

“European interiors or artists’ homes 
in this country,” Scherer said, “they’re 
filled with collections. Modernist artist 
Luis Barragan’s home in Mexico City has 
antiques in his modernist home, items 
collected over the years, or handed down 
from family. George Nakashima [furni-
ture maker, architect and known as the 
Father of American Arts and Crafts] had 
a home filled with his collections. Even 
the modernists don’t live the way these 
people are living. They have the stuff of 
life in their homes.”

Scherer shook his head. “Too many 
people want their homes to look like what 
they see on social media, or TV shows. It 
looks so pretentious, even though they 
think it’s so casual and minimal. But I 
think it has an opposite effect. They’re 
creating spaces that have no relationship 
to the home or the region, and that’s one 
of the worst things you can do.”

It’s about context

Meg Lavalette is an interior designer. 
Lava Interiors has offices in New York 
City and Franklin, NY, and she also has a 
shop in Franklin. Lava Atelier is stocked 
with unusual furniture and accents she 
has found on overseas buying trips. Her 
portfolio includes some neutral rooms, 
but even those feature bold accents and 

WILLIAM LAVALETTE

Interior design by Meg Lavalette.
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NEW!
NYS 18-Hour State-Required 

Class for New Pistol Applications 
and Restriction Removal 

Includes Concealed Carry Safety Course, 
broken up in 4 Modules.

The Hudson Valley’s Premier Indoor Shooting 
Range and Firearms Training Center

Visit our website for a list of upcoming classes, 
www.SafeShootNY.com

SAFESHOOT
10 Kieffer Lane, Kingston NY • 845-443-7727

NEW WEBSITE!  www.SafeShootNY.com

Ladies Day @ the Range
EVERY TUESDAY

Call for Appointment

Limited Time 
Memberships

ONE TIME 
$10 Initiation Fee
Enroll Credit or Debit Card Only. 

Cancel Any Time with 30 Day Notice.

• Unlimited Visits for 3 Months
• 1 Free Gun Rental
• 1 Free Guest Pass
• Our Ammo or Yours

$99

5% OFF 
the Ammo You 

Buy From Us.

Classes

$299
(Discount for previous classes 

taken at Safe Shoot)
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layers of textures. She agrees that 
any home-design decisions need 
to start with the home and its 
location, rather than a one-look-
fits-all approach.

“It’s all about personal style,” she 
said. “It’s about context. What’s 
the architecture? Where is the 
structure located? Who inhabits 
the space? Those are the points of 
reference to begin developing the 
design concept.” 

Lavalette isn’t afraid of color, 
and says people more often make 
mistakes on the quality of items 
rather than the color.

“Color shouldn’t be scary. It 
should be liberating and fun. If 
you’re worried about making a 
mistake, start with a neutral base 
and then layer color on top, play-
ing with saturation, application, 
hue, and any other variation to see 
what feels good to you. Discover 
what colors and tones speak to you. 
If you need guidance, look to your 
wardrobe and other items you’ve 
already collected.”

Scherer calls his personal style 
Old-World Layers, and employs an 
artist’s eye to create interesting vignettes 
from collected items. His new book, due 
next year from Vendome, will focus spe-
cifically on guidance to create your own 
home displays of beloved items.  

His first book, “Kabinett & Kammer: 
Creating Authentic Interiors,” is in its 
third printing. Anthropologie is stock-
ing it in its stores, he says, so “clearly 
someone’s into what I do.”

His inspiration has been the 
homes of other artists and col-
lectors.

“If you look at the most interest-
ing homes of collectors, it’s layered, 
it’s filled. They’ve filled the walls 
because they can’t stop collecting 
art. If you’re reflecting the self that 
you see online, it’s not you. You’re 
just copying someone else.”

Down with the rules

Scherer and Lavalette agree that 
some of the time-honored rules of 
home décor are nonsense.

“People think color or dark colors 
in a small space makes it smaller, 
which is not true,” Scherer said. “To 
me, nothing is more cold or makes 
a space less interesting, scale-wise, 
than white. As soon as you put a 
color in it, boom! – the space looks 
huge. Can’t have a big piece of 
furniture in a small room? A big 
piece of furniture actually makes 
the scale feel bigger everywhere.”

Lavalette also calls it a myth that 
dark, bold colors make a space 
smaller. She said it’s all a question 
of what you do with those colors. 

“If you paint a room black and do noth-
ing else with it, it’s going to be horribly 
strange, unless you’re wanting a cave vibe. 
Two of my favorite black rooms are Adam 
Levine’s bedroom by Mark Haddawy and 

JEFF COLLINS STONE SUPPLY
YOUR #1 SUPPLIER FOR NATURAL STONE

For Walls, Walkways and Patios • Treads, Hearths and Veneers
Bluestone • Fieldstone • Waterfall • Belgum Block

Garden Soils • Mulches • Crushed Stone & More

ORGANIC GARDEN SOIL, COMPOST AND MULCHES
PICK UP OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Great Prices... Great Quality

22 YEARS AND STILL ROCKIN’
29 Riseley Rd, Mt Tremper, NY

845-688-7423
jeffcollinsstonesupply.com

WILLIAM LAVALETTE

Interior design by Meg Lavalette.
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56 Highlands Drive #F-5, 
Hunter, NY 12442

3+ beds
2.5 baths
Listing #144851

$550,000

Bridget Leach
Real Estate Salesperson
Gordon Hunter Mtn. Realty
c. (518) 947-8022
o. (518) 589-9000
bridgetmleach@aol.com

Julia Czulowski
Real Estate Salesperson
Gordon Hunter Mtn. Realty
c. (908) 472-6947
o. (518) 589-9000
julia.czulowski@gmail.com

This wonderful condominium is ready for you to enjoy in time for winter season! Welcome to Hunter Highlands I, an 
exceptional condo association sited alongside of Hunter Mountain. This bright and spacious 3+ bedroom unit has 
been fashionably updated from top to bottom including high end finishes from flooring to furniture and everything in 
between! Step inside to the spacious first floor living space with fully equipped kitchen, large living room w/ balcony, 
half bathroom and mud room. Upstairs, you’ll be greeted home to three large & sunny bedrooms including the master 
en-suite. A second full bathroom is located in the hallway. The laundry station is nearby with a washer/dryer combo 
unit. The third level consists of a comfortable family room or play room and can double as a sleeping loft. Front porch 
has built-in ski locker for your convenience. Western exposure makes for great afternoon sunlight and beautiful sunsets. 
This gorgeous unit is fully furnished and move in ready. Excellent location less than 200 feet from slopes (we measured)! 
Your vacation residence awaits. Or use as an income property or primary home. You will love coming home to this unit!
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Joyce Beymer, Principal Broker

Woodstock | Rhinebeck

914.388.9808
joyce@joycebeymer.com

joycebeymer.com
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My mission is to find you the right home from which to live comfortably as you enjoy 
this region or to market and sell your Catskills home to motivated buyers.

Leighton Ashley
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

917-796-3351 CELL

LgAshley@TimberlandProperties.net
3998 State Route 28, P.O. Box 486, Boiceville, NY 12412

1165 Roaring Brook Lane
Fleischmanns, NY 12430

Custom Built Catskills Contemporary
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 2,352 SqFt | 5.4 Acrs

Ask: $725,000

3 Mountain Valley Road
Boiceville, NY 12412

Superb Catskills Country Home 
4 Bd | 2 Ba | 1,932 SqFt | 2.13 Acrs

Ask: $459,000

1270 Roaring Brook Ln
Fleischmanns, NY 12430

Secluded Catskills Retreat
4 Bd | 3 Ba | 2,100 SqFt | 5.19 Acrs

Ask: $630,000

SOLD

5371 Route 28, Suite B | PO Box 300 Mt. Tremper NY 12457

real estate

Trey Laird’s library by Jeffrey Bilhuber. 
Playing devil’s advocate, black walls give 
the perception of more space because the 
visual limits aren’t as keenly perceived 
due to the depth from the deep hue.”

It’s not, Lavalette said, about the 
so-called rules. “Color doesn’t mean 
maximalism, and neutral doesn’t mean 
minimalism. Josh Young Design House 
is doing neutral maximalism in a capti-
vating way right now. He has a look, and 
it’s layered, and very white, and mixes 

periods and styles.”
Scherer said social media is driving the 

trends right now, but he points out that 
the white-on-white look actually began 
in upscale hotels. “But if you look at 
boutique hotels now, they’re not white 
on white,” he said. “They’re layered. 
They’re wallpapered. They have color.  
But it’s going to take a lot longer for it 
to trickle down.”

For Scherer, the plain white interior says 
something about who we are right now.

“When I worked with Anderson Cooper, 
it was very clear that that was his home, 
and very personal to him. It was clearly 
someone’s personality, someone’s home,” 
Scherer said. “And that’s what I see miss-
ing in most interior-designer homes. I 
can appreciate them, but I never really 
feel like there’s a personality attached to 
the interior. I think it’s part of our bor-
ing culture, our sameness. It’s kind of a 
cultural flatness. I always say the best 
interiors don’t look like they’ve been 
‘done,’ they look like they happened. You 
just need some authenticity. Everything’s 
looking very forced. You have to allow for 
things that don’t fit in.”

Are you looking to add a little color to 
your life? Scherer says it’s about color as 
well as texture. Keep your plain white sofa, 
he advised. But add velvet pillow with dif-
ferent hues of one color, and a beautiful 
throw in a nice color. Then throw a colorful 
kilim or a piece of art on the wall. You’ve 
changed the feeling of the space. 

Meg Lavalette, an interior designer and 
owner of Lava Interiors, was named as 
a 2022 Interior Designer to Watch by 
First Dibs. She also owns Lava Atelier. 
She works in the tri-state area and offers 
virtual design services at https://www.
lavainteriors.com/services.

Sean Scherer is an artist, educator, col-
lector, decorator and author whose Dela-
ware County shop Kabinett & Kammer 
serves as inspiration for clients around 
the globe.  His work has been featured 
in House Beautiful, Country Living, 
and The New York Times, among other 
publications. His second book is due this 
year: https://kabinettandkammer.com
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HELSMOORTEL REALTY
is happy to announce Thomasine Helsmoortel 

and Scott Helsmoortel 
have, once again, been awarded an:
Ulster County Board 

of 
Realtors

Top Producer Award for !
“We would like to thank all of our  

Buyer’s & Seller’s for making this designation 
possible and we are looking forward to another 

year of success”
Please call us for all of your Real Estate needs. We are fulltime 

brokers and promise the dedicated service you deserve.

845-246-9555
PO BOX #88, RT 9W

Barclay Heights, Saugerties

www.helsmoortelrealty.com

Thomasine Helsmoortel
SRES, GRI, ABR, SRS

Licensed  
Real Estate  

Broker/Owner

Scott Helsmoortel, ABR
Lic. Real Estate Broker 

Associate
(Accredited Buyer

Representative)

real estate

Life with 
Mama 
Hoot
My chickens came 
home to roost

by Jenny Bella

Keeping chickens has al-
ways been something I had 
wanted to do. When we fin-
ished our garden one beauti-

ful summer day, we decided it was time 
to plan for where we wanted to build a 
chicken coop. We drew a site plan, trying 
to provide adequate room, utilizing our 
limited space as efficiently as possible.

Time flew by. With so many projects 
going on, the chicken coop was put on 

the back burner until the next spring.
I was over at a friend’s house late that 

winter walking around with her and 

her son Jonah in their back yard. Jonah 
showed me his coop and the different 
varieties of chickens he was raising. He 

JENNY BELLA

The author’s original batch of baby hoots.
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Recovered
for truck

accident victim

Recovered for
construction worker
exposed to asbestos

Recovered
for our
clients

$1 Billion     $32 Million    $7 Million

If you have been injured, contact your hometown lawyer: Joe Belluck. 
He specializes in car, truck and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents,

slip and fall cases, work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma,
medical malpractice and dangerous products. 

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office.
He guarantees personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation.

He can help you recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages. 
Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation

Joseph W. Belluck

National Reputation.

was explaining how docile and friendly 
the Appenzeller Spitzhaubens, a black-
and-white breed with silver feet, were 
and how they like to fly up and roost in 
the trees.

I was fascinated. He told me his Spitz 
hen had gone missing. He figured she had 
flown off, and one of the many predators 
we have around had got ahold of her.

I looked at him. He looked back at me 

and shrugged his shoulders, “It’s just one 
of the things that happens when you keep 
animals,” he said. “I don’t get attached.”

We continued around to the garage, 
from which there was another entrance 
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Antique Fair and Flea Market
May 6th & 7th, 2023

August 5th & 6th, 2023
at the Washington County Fairgrounds • Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY

(12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$5 admission, 
(65+  $4, under-16 - FREE)

Old-Fashioned Antique Show
featuring 200+ dealers, free 
parking, great food, and real 

bathrooms.
($10 - Early Buyers -  
 Fridays before show)

$90 - Dealer Spaces 
Still Available:

FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY
PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

Ph. 518-331-5004

Hoffman’s Barn

Antiques ~ Collectibles 
1000s of Items

Hours: Fri. & Sat: 9 - 5:30, Sun. 10 - 5 
or call for an appointment

www.hoffmansbarn.com
email: hoffmansbarnsale@yahoo.com

Buy & Sell  (845) 758-5668
19 Old Farm Road, Red Hook, NY 12571

Round Lake Antiques Festival
SAT., JUNE 24, 2023 | 8am - 6pm
SUN., JUNE 25, 2023 | 9am - 5pm
on the Village Greens & Parks of Round Lake, NY

(½ mile east of the Adirondack Northway, exit 11)

The area’s longest running, 
old-fashioned Antique 

Show featuring over 150 
dealers selling antiques, 

toys, furniture, glassware, 
architectural, jewelry, coins, 

guns, and much more.

For Dealer Info or Early Buyer Info:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY
PO Box 528, Delmar, NY  12054

www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

518-331-5004
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RAIN OR SHINE

FREE ADMISSION

antiques & auctions

“Now she is 
meant to be 
with you.”

to the inside of the coop. As we made 
our way through the packed space to the 
door, I noticed movement. I was startled. 

I saw it again and told Jonah about it. He 
looked over. “It’s the Hoot!” he exclaimed. 

There was the Spitz, perched up on 
some boxes protecting five small eggs 
and one tiny chick. 

Before I knew it, Jonah and his mom 
were setting up a transport tubby, collect-
ing some starter equipment, and setting 
it up in the back of my car.

I couldn’t possibly take the little crea-
tures home, I protested. My coop wasn’t 
done, and it was still cold at night. 

“I thought she was gone, and I was okay 
with that,” he said. “Now she is meant to 
be with you. You will have plenty of time 
to get it all set up. Bring them home and 
keep them in the house for a few weeks. 

That should give you enough time to get 
your coop finished.”

I was now on my way home with my 
very first flock. 

I couldn’t count my chickens before 
they all hatched. By the time I got home 
and set up a spot in the house to keep 

my Hoot,  two 
more eggs had 
appeared. And by 
the next morning 
the last two eggs 
had hatched. 

I now had my 
Mama Hoot and five chicks. 

I just fell in love with Mama Hoot, 
watching her teaching her chicks. I had 
thought keeping chickens would be great 
and all, but I had never thought I would 
enjoy them as much as I did. And do.

JENNY BELLA

Mama Hoot.
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SAWYERSAVINGS.BANK/BUSINESS-BANKING | 888.772.1871 SAUGERTIES, MARLBORO, HIGHLAND & NEW PALTZ
85 Market Street, Saugerties, New York 12477

Grow your business with time-saving banking solutions, 

attention you deserve.

Where Success 
Stories Begin.

  Free Business Checking 

  24/7 Digital Banking

Merchant Services

Cash Management Services 

Commercial Mortgages

Revolving Line of Credit

Equipment Master Line of Credit

and MORE!

Give us a call today or visit 
SawyerSavings.Bank/business-banking 

and let’s get started! Success is waiting.
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 Auto, Home, 
Business & Life
DevineInsurance.com

(845) 255-7806
58 N Chestnut St.

New Paltz

BATHROOMS TOO!

CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS
DESIGNS • RENOVATIONS

Open Monday - Saturday
Showroom: (845) 255-2022 | wcwkitchens.com

Luckily, I already had the majority of the 
materials I needed to finish the coop. We 
had been collecting stuff for a while. I had 
a run (enclosed outdoor space) dug out, 
and it all came together within a matter 
of weeks. By then it was Memorial Day 
weekend, and it was warm enough for 
the chicks and Mama Hoot to get out to 

their new house.
In the next few weeks, I got six ad-

ditional chicks for my flock. The chicks 
grew into pullets (the next stage). 

Two of Mama Hoot’s chicks were roost-
ers. New to the chicken game, I wasn’t 
quite sure what to do. Jonah reassured me 
that all would be fine. Having a rooster is 

good to help protect your flock. But more 
than one rooster can be trouble with a 
small flock. As they grow. he said, they 
will fight with one another and can get 
more aggressive with the hens. 

It all worked out. I had a friend who 
wanted a rooster, so one of mine went 
to a good home.

I’d be lying if I didn’t mention that 
there’s a fair amount of work involved, 
though I think it’s worth it. There is 
nothing better than fresh eggs that are 
still warm when you collect them. Eggs 
from your own hens. Hens that are 

JENNY BELLA

Chicken coop bulding supplies (left) and the project completed (right).
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Being involved in Interior Design and Construction for 
over 30 years has been a great joy for me. I take pride in 
my work of making beautiful, healthy spaces for people 
to live and work in. I spent 11 years out in Nevada 
Designing Model Homes and doing Exterior Colorizing for 
Major Builders such as Toll Brothers, Greystone Homes, 
and Lennar Homes to name a few. I then moved back to 
New York in 2007 and started Project Designs and have 
been focused on bringing Homes and Businesses to life 
through Wall Covering Installations and Painting. I love 
being a part of making a house a Home! 

 

 
www.ProjectDesignsWallpaper.com  
Debra.Miller@hotmail.com 

In 2021 I decided to purchase my Home in Saugerties along 
with the home next door to me. I Redesigned them both and 
turned my second home into a beautiful Air Bnb. It has been 
a great pleasure being a Super Host with 5 Star Reviews as I 
have always Loved hosting Dinners and Parties for all of my 
Family, Friends and Guests. 

 
 

 
 

www.DebralenasAirBnb.com  
info@debralenasairbnb.com 

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR  CANING

Furniture repair and sales  |  Free estimates
hankmildew@gmail.com  |  845-750-2298

FFu tess

entertaining, constantly doing funny 
chicken things. 

They all have individual personali-
ties, and there are chick cliques in the 
henhouse. That’s no joke. A bunch of 
them like hanging out with each other. 
They act like adolescent kids, and if you 
watch them you can see them treat the 
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LOCAL INDEPENDENT BROKERLOCAL INDEPENDENT BROKER

Your sourceYour source for honest,  for honest, 

Your guideYour guide to getting   to getting 

Your Expert Your Expert on  on 

FREE consultation  FREE consultation 
and plan reviewsand plan reviews

845-419-1984845-419-1984

Construction • Lawn & Garden • Floor Care 
Ladders/Scaffold • Moving • Painting/Decorating

We Have a Complete Line of Rental Equipment and 
Accessories for the Contractor and Home Owner

We also have everything you need for a great backyard party!
5752 Route 209, Kerhonkson, NY 12446 • (845) 626-4747

Bobcat Mini

Lift Backhoe Excavator

chicks they don’t want to be around as 
outcasts. Pecking orders and bullying 
can occur. Nobody likes to talk about 
it, but chicken cannibalism is a thing, It 
needs to be nipped in the bud before it 

gets out of hand. 
Knowing your flock is tremendously 

important. Each bird has distinct fea-
tures that can make it identifiable, which 
is helpful when you need to separate or 
isolate any of the birds. 

Curiosity has almost gotten the better 
of me. I have considered getting chicken 
video cams. I’d like to know what they are 
saying to each other when I’m not around.

I have been keeping chickens for over 
ten years. I am so thankful that Jonah 

and his mom insisted I take home those 
hoots. It was the best introduction a 
person could have to raising chickens. 

Mama Hoot proved the quintessential 
chicken. She would follow me around and 
come to the back door. She would perch 
on the steps chirping sweet little songs. 
If the back door was open, she would 
come in and sit in the sink.

Mama Hoot is no longer with the flock, 
but she is with me every day in the life 
of keeping chickens.

Don’t Know Where to 
Return Your Bottles?

NEW

BOTTLE 
REDEMPTION CENTER

We have machines that 
count your bottles so you 

get ALL your money back!

Open: 7 Days 9 am - 7 pm
85 Murray Street,

Kingston, NY 12401
Locally Owned and Operated

JENNY BELLA

Axel, one of the author’s original rooster baby hoots.
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RENTALSRENTALS LLC

845-338-0079

Portable Cooler Rentals has been serving the Hudson Valley since 
1986. We are a family owned and operated business. Karl and Sue 
Brueckner personally supervise all operations from initial order 

to delivery and pickup. We ensure that you always receive expert 
advice, prompt attention and service.

Our portable cooler units make party planning easy! You can keep 
large quantities of food and beverage nice and cold.

Outdoor Weddings • Family Reunions • Retirement Parties
Graduation Parties • Clambakes • Neighborhood Parties

Bar Mitzvahs • Christenings • July 4th Parties
Mobile Warehouse for Catering

Extra Cooler Space At Job Or Store

845-338-0079
www.portablecoolerrentals.com

PO
R

PO
RT
ABLE

ER

COOLER

The Shandaken
Historical Museum 

in Pine Hill opened in 1989 with 
a vision to preserve and share 

our history with the public. 

12 hamlets in the town of Shandaken:

Highmount
Pine Hill

Big Indian
Oliverea

Shandaken
Mt. Pleasant

Allaben
Bushneville
Chichester
Phoenicia
Woodland 

Valley
Mt Tremper

845-254-4460
Hours: Fri, Sat, Sun, 10am-4pm

Mon 10am-2pm
shandakennymuseum.org
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All beauty, no waste
New York Heartwoods turns doomed magnifi cent trees 

into exquisite furniture

by Frances Marion Platt

P
lanning to build, reno-
vate, redecorate or furnish 
a home or place of busi-
ness in the Hudson Valley? 

Is money no object, while aesthetics 
and sustainability are high priorities? 
You’ll want to know about  New York 
Heartwoods, a women-owned com-
pany based in Accord in the Rondout 
Valley. Established in 2011, Heart-
woods keeps a low public profile, but 
is the provider of choice for many dis-
criminating customers who want their 
intimate surroundings to reflect the 
essential, authentic beauty of wood.

What makes this company different 

from other high-end woodworkers is the 
owners’ commitment to what they call 
“full-circle design.” What that means is 
that they manage the entire process of 
harvesting local storm-fallen trees (or 
those fated to be culled for road widen-
ing or because they threaten buildings), 
sawing them up into timber and taking 
them all the way to finished furniture. 
This whole-tree approach to silviculture 
is analogous to nose-to-tail, farm-to-
table agriculture. Nothing gets wasted. 
Many of Heartwoods’ clients come to 
them specifically because they want 
something beautiful made from a tree 
on their own property.

“We specialize in the creation of sustain-
able heirloom-quality wood furniture 

and the transformation of site-based 
trees into finished goods,” says New York 
Heartwoods’ mission statement. “At the 
center of our practice is the desire to con-
nect and share our deep love for design, 
process and the natural world; to restore 
forests through enduring fabrication 
methods and the creative use of local 
resources; and to build exquisite objects 
imbued with story and rooted in place.”

A native of Missoula, Montana, founder, 
owner and manager Megan Offner 
says that she “grew up around a lot of 
clearcuts” and at an early age developed 
an aversion to the waste of trees. “My 
mother took her first woodworking class 
to build me a dollhouse for my fourth 
birthday,” she recalls. There was never 

PROVIDED

NY Heartwoods is an all women owned and run business.
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Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city 
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from 

New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING • HIKING • MEDITATION • SOUND BATHS

 PRIVATE YOGA • BONFIRE • DEWA SPA • FARM TO TABLE MENU 

WWW.MENLA.US  |   845.688.6897
  SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA’S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA

LEARN MORE

MHVFCU.COM/EQUITY

 LIVE OUT HERE, TOO

HOME EQUITY LOANS andand  
LINES OF CREDIT
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a barrier in her mind to fine carpentry 
being an appropriate trade for a woman.

Offner obtained a double liberal-arts 
degree from Lewis & Clark College in 
Portland, Oregon, followed by certificates 
in permaculture and sustainable building 
and design. She bought and renovated a 
house in Portland, and then another one 
in Brooklyn. “I felt the effects of working 
with traditional building materials, the 
toxicity; it ended up making me chemi-
cally sensitive. After that I wanted to 
work with natural materials.”

The waste that she saw also made a 
deep impression on her. “I spent seven 
years in New York doing set design for 
fashion and print advertising. The sets 
would end up in the dumpster at the 
end of the day,” she says. “One billion 

board-feet of lumber are thrown away 
every year in America.”

Offner went to study with some of 
America’s top gurus of sustainable silvi-
culture. One of her mentors was forester 
Jim Birkemeier, whose Timbergreen 

Wood interior (above) done by NY Heartwoods from storm fallen trees (below).

FINE HOUSE
PAINTING

— 20 Years experience —
Specializing in Interior Painting
Free estimates • Reasonable rates

PABLO SHINE
845-532-6587

pabloshine@gmail.com
www.PabloShine.com
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JLC FENCE and GARDEN LLC

Custom fences and garden spaces
Privacy, deer/wildlife,  

pool, garden
Instagram  

@jlc_fence_and_garden
jlcfenceandgarden@gmail.com

(845) 853-9659
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Farm in Wisconsin makes high-value 
finished products from salvaged dead 
and dying trees. “They use the worst 
trees first, which is a Native-American 

tradition,” she explains. Another major 
influence was Jed Bark of Bark Frame-
works in Long Island City, who trained 
her in fine millwork – mostly custom 
frames for art galleries. “They let me set 
up a business on their land. Then people 
started asking for furniture.”

As she started spending more time 
upstate, Offner “fell in love with North-
eastern forests,” and decided to start 
a new business. “I moved upstate the 

weekend of Hurricane Irene. The ques-
tion became, ‘How do we reclaim all of 
these trees?’” She founded New York 
Hardwoods and began working with the 
mayors of Warwick and Kingston to find 
ways to repurpose the downed trunks.

“I spent the first five years milling my own 
wood, and then the furniture thing picked 
up. I started to work with clients who want 
things milled from their own trees. So, now 
I work with local sawyers and millers, and 

NY Heartswood fi ne woodworking produces work like this headboard made from storm fallen trees.

NY Heartwoods’ Megan Offner, Ashira Isreal and Lindsay Black.

Opt to Adopt!
We have the  

perfect pet for you!
Looking to adopt a dog or cat?

Thinking about volunteering 
your time or making a 

donation to help us care  
for over 200 animals waiting 

for homes right now? 
Come visit us Tuesday - 
Saturday noon - 4pm.

Appointments required for 
volunteering and adoptions. 

Visit our  
Adoption Center at 

PetSmart in Kingston

. .

P.O. Box 88
46610 State Hwy 10, Delhi, NY

(607) 746-3080
info@heartofthecatskills.org

Visit our  
Gifts from the Heart Store,  

located on the shelter grounds.
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CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR BUILDING 
NEEDS!!!

918 Route 32, Rosendale, NY • 845-658-8331
Hours: Monday - Friday 7:00am - 4:30pm

www.bldr.com

Classic-Craft 
American Style
Create a timeless Arts and Crafts look. The 
American Style Collection is inspired by 
the simple design and handcrafted details of 
Craftsman and Prairie home styling. It reflects the 
prized beauty of real Douglas Fir wood grain with 
all the benefits of fiberglass, thanks to AccuGrain 
technology. And, with Classic-Craft, you get 
more. Every detail — from wider glass to heavier 
construction — creates a more premium entryway.
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KIWANIS ICE ARENA
Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating

Public Open Skating Admissions 
$6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free. 

Public Drop In Hockey/Sticks & Pucks $8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - $3 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

Skate Sharpening - $5 a pair 

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES • PRO SHOP  
845-247-2590  |  kiwanisicearena.com  |  6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

• Window Cleaning 

• Power Washing 

• Gutter Cleaning 

• Soft Roof Wash 

www.captainspotless.

eaningeeaning

do the fabrication in-house.”
Three years ago, Offner established a 

partnership with Ashira Israel, an artist, 
architectural designer, fabricator and 
professor with degrees in architecture 
from Pratt Institute and in fashion design 
from the Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy whose “passion lies in blurring the 
boundaries between art and architec-
ture.” Israel became the company’s head 
of fabrication, and provided a new home 
for the company on a former chicken 
farm in Accord. 

In 2022 New York Heartwoods built 
what they term a “hypersustainable 
100 percent solar-powered workshop” 
in about 5000 square feet of space. The 
workshop contains the equipment to turn 
reclaimed timber into fabulous works of 
decorative art.

The third member of the Heartwoods 
triumvirate is master fabricator Lindsay 
Black, a classically trained furnituremak-
er and teacher with degrees in education 
and woodworking. “This is the first time 
it’s been all-women,” says Offner. “This 

is the dream team.” 
She’s thinking about offering classes 

on subjects such as “tool confidence” to 
help women and gender-nonconforming 
people get started in the woodworking 
trades in the foreseeable future, and 
is starting to compile a contact list of 
interested potential students.

But for now, the roomy new shop is 
open by appointment only to clients 
when actual production isn’t happen-
ing. Everywhere you look are exquisite 
pieces of furniture, either finished or in 
progress, and enormous slabs of wood, 
finely milled, air-dried, and ready to be 
made into useful objects. 

At one workstation, Black is busy apply-
ing a non-toxic oil finish to some pieces 
nearing completion. “We really stand 
behind no-VOC finishes,” Offner says, 
Lacquer is sometimes used on pieces that 
will be exposed to the weather.

There are display shelving units made 
of reclaimed maple from old desks for 
the new Etsy headquarters in Hudson; 
an enormous extendable dining table 

made from a fallen walnut tree harvested 
from the client’s property; and custom 
doors pieced together from new white 
oak and recycled wormy chestnut. for 
someone’s palatial residence, there’s a 
cherry headboard 13 feet across designed 
to accommodate a king-sized bed with 
side tables, drawers and shelves on ei-
ther side, and with integrated lighting 
and outlets. 

Recent large commissions for the com-
pany have included 7000 board-feet of 
installation materials for the Dia Gallery 
in Chelsea, made from trees cleared from 
the Ashokan rail-trail, and new paneling 
and dining-room tables made from trees 
cleared to create new ski runs for the 
Little Cat Lodge in Catamount.

What if you don’t have a lot of big logs 
that need to be cleared away, but just want 
some bespoke handcrafted furniture? 
New York Heartwoods has those on hand 
as well, in several distinct design lines. 
The prices are not for the fainthearted, 
running to four figures for a single piece; 
but these are collectible works of art.

“Our furniture is meticulously crafted to 
serve our clients’ personal design needs and 
one-of-a-kind due to the provenance and 
character of the wood used. Every piece we 
construct is a meditation on how to best 
honor the material and highlight its unique 
beauty,” says the Heartwoods website. 

You can get a look at some examples 
at www.newyorkheartwoods.com/
collection-index. 

To watch a video of a client’s lightning-
struck 300-year-old red oak being trans-
formed into gorgeous lumber, visit www.
instagram.com/p/CpQfYM8joqs. 
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Lightning Protection!

518-789-4603 • 845-373-8309 • www.alrci.com

NOW Renting Dumpsters! 
Construction, Remodeling & Spring Cleaning!Spring Cleaning!Spring Cleaninggggggggggggggg!

CALL to find out what we carry
Why Buy... When you can RENT?!

SALES & SERVICE OPEN: 
MON. - FRI. 8AM TO 5PM • SAT. 8AM TO NOON

Rent the Tools the PROS Use
  • Lawn Aerator   • Sod Cutter   
  • Lawn Dethatcher   • Garden Tillers   
  • Stump Grinders 

Izzy 
Cubito

Contemporary Artist

New York, Florida
Originals, Prints, 

Commissions

ijcubito@aol.com
845.339.0116
izzycubitoart.com

Bee’s Eye View

HABERWASH
PRESSURE WASHING

& EXTERIOR
PAINTING

& STAINING
Residential and Commercial
Specializing in decks, fences, 

roofs, driveways, patios.
FREE ESTIMATES, FULLY INSURED

ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Contact Jason Habernig

845-331-4966, 845-249-8668
visit my website: Haberwash.com

HABERW
PRESS

& EX
PA

Residential and Co

High Falls Electric
INC.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
LICENSED • INSURED

ROBERT HAMM
24 MOHONK ROAD
HIGH FALLS, NY 12440
845-687-7550
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Hudson Valley hardware
Generations of tools and paint

By Genia Wickwire Sveikauskas

When you usually think 
of the Hudson Val-
ley, you picture small 
towns nestled among 

the mountains or alongside the Hud-
son River. Each town consists largely 
of independently owned, unique crea-
tive businesses more often than not run 
by people who live and grew up in the 
town. They know the neighborhoods, 
they know the people in them, and 
they are committed to the community.  

The local hardware stores are among 
the staples of these towns. It makes sense. 
Every time you need a nail, a light bulb, 
a sewing needle, some pens or new cups, 
it’s where you go when you want to fix a 
leaky pipe, deal with chipped paint, need 
to dig a hole or mend a fence.

You can find thousands of specialized 
objects at your local hardware store. The 
chances are you know the friendly face 
directing you to just the right one. 

An abundance of hardware stores in our 
neck of the woods are not only owned by 
a local family, but they have also been 
owned by that same family for genera-
tions. Tips and information have been 
passed down. Ideas have been reshaped 
by eyes that grew up watching these 

hardware stores progress and change 
with time. When they see you, they know 
you. They know the house you live in. 
Maybe they know your dad or mom, too.

They have everything you might expect 
to find in a hardware store, and quite a 
lot you might not even know you needed. 
They have kept adapting to new products, 

new technologies and new consumer 
needs. It’s comforting to know that part 
of what they do is to figure out what the 
community needs. 

Herzog’s Home and Paint Center

The year was 1909. Like a gritty black-
and-white photo, things looked different, 

Herzog’s Wall Street store.

Left, to right, Founder Matthew Herzog, treasurer Todd Jordan, marketing director Julie Jordan, president Brad 
Jordan.
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Main-Care Energy Delivers BioHeat!Main-Care Energy Delivers BioHeat!

At NO EXTRA COST this cleaner-burning, home heating fuel
reduces greenhouse gas emissions and is fully compatible with 
any existing heating oil system.

Low-Carbon  +  Renewable  +  SustainableLow-Carbon  +  Renewable  +  Sustainable

MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY!MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY!
CALL US NOW!CALL US NOW!

BioHeatBioHeatConventional OilConventional OilBioDieselBioDiesel

Need another reason to switch
to                              ?

Earn Income Tax Credit on your
NYS Tax Return on every gallon of BioHeat!

NYS CLEAN HEATING FUEL CREDIT

$
Receive up to 20¢/Gallon of Bioheat delivered to your home,Receive up to 20¢/Gallon of Bioheat delivered to your home,

save money with cleaner heating fuel!save money with cleaner heating fuel!

For more information, additional resources can be found at:
1-800-590-5864  MainCareEnergy.com/BioHeat

HOT TUBS & POOLSHOT TUBS & POOLS
SALES & SERVICESALES & SERVICE

• HOT TUBS  • POOLS
• LINERS

• COMPLETE SPA
AND POOL CHEMICALS
• REPLACEMENT HOT 

TUB COVERS
• FREE WATER ANALYSIS

• POOL FILTERS & PUMPS
• CHLORINE/SALT 

GENERATOR
• POOL HEATERS

• SPA, POOL REPAIR 
AND SERVICE

• WINTER SAFETY COVERS

 2917 ROUTE 9W (1/2 MILE SOUTH), SAUGERTIES
845-246-0666 

CLEARWATER 
SPAS

STARLIGHT 
HOT TUBS

 REPLACEMENT LINERS ON 
IN-GROUND AND ABOVE GROUND POOLS

 ABOVE GROUND POOL SALES!
Order Your’s TODAY to Enjoy a Summer Long Oasis!

TRY OUR 
ALL NATURAL 

HOT TUB 
SANITIZER!

VISIT 
OUR NEW 

LOCATION!
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but Kingston was bustling. Its many fac-
tories were employing thousands provid-
ing goods for the rest of the country, and 
indeed for the world. The area brickyards 
and bluestone quarries were in full swing, 
sending building supplies to help New 
York City grow. The first Model T car had 
come out the year before, and cars were 
on the cusp of surpassing horse-drawn 
carriages on the less bumpy roads. 

Matthew Herzog decided to open a paint, 
wallpapering and picture-frame store on 
Wall Street in Kingston on May 10, 1901.

Fast forward to 2023, and you will find 
that a lot of things have changed. Kings-
ton has been through many highs and 
lows. The name Herzog has remained. 
Still owned by the same family, Herzog’s 
over the decades worked its way up to 
becoming a full-fledged hardware and 
paint center with multiple locations. 

Under the attentive eye of each succes-
sive generation, Herzog’s has continued 
to prosper and grow. In 1959, Robert 
Herzog, the son of Matthew, bought 
Kingston Lumber. In the 1960s the family 
created what is now Kingston Plaza. In 
the 1970s their hardware store moved to 
the plaza. In 1985, Todd Jordan joined his 
grandfather, Robert Herzog, in running 
the family business. He took over as presi-

dent following his grandfather’s death in 
1992, and was joined in the business by 
his brother Todd shortly thereafter.

Over the decades Herzog’s has expand-
ed to include additional paint centers 
in Albany, Latham, Poughkeepsie and 
Fishkill. It has opened a garden center 
and gift shop at its Kingston location. 
Each year it has improved and expanded 
various parts of its stores, regardless of 
world problems and local challenges. 
Despite wars, recessions, the advent of 
big-box stores, and severe supply-chain 
problems during the recent pandemic, 
Herzog’s continues to prosper.  

How was it able to survive all these 
events? Todd’s wife Julie, who helps run 
Herzog’s, offers a number of answers:

Resilience: “We prioritize tradition, but 
pivot with change.” 

Dedication: “Our dedication to custom-
ers and employees runs deep. For over 110 
years we’ve provided outstanding expert 
service with quality products. We real-
ize our employees are the future, so we 
encourage them to gain new skills and 
give them opportunities for growth. And 
we never take them for granted because 
it’s their dedication that keeps us going 
decade after decade. We have created a 
workplace culture strong in diversity, 

inclusion and belonging. It’s important 
to us that every employee feels like they 
belong.” 

Trust: “We make sure our staff provides 
reliable honest information to fill our 
customers’ needs and build strength in 
those relationships.” 

Hardworking experts: “Our staff will 
always go the extra mile to help get 
any problem solved.   We strive to hire 
people that know their area of expertise 
extremely well.” Because the Herzog 
family has lived here, they grew up here, 
and they understand the community, it 
helps them to understand the needs of 
those around them.

PC Smith Hardware & Son

Phillip C. Smith started business as a 
roofer and tinsmith on Market Street in 
Saugerties at the turn of the century. His 
son Albert joined his business in 1904 at 
the age of 14. It was Albert who created 
the official PC Smith & Son Hardware 
around 1914. It moved to its current loca-
tion on Main Street in 1920. The business 
passed from generation to generation, 
and is currently run by siblings Rick and 
Sharon and Rick’s son Jacob.

Their location on Main Street in the 
center of the village has helped them be 

Left, 4th and 5th generation of Smith's Hardware; right, PC Smith 
Hardware on Main Street, Saugerties.

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

Left, Rick Smith; right, Jacob Smith, the youngest generation at PC Smith Hardware.
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WOOD • PELLET & GAS STOVES • FIREPLACES • SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
7987 Rt. 32 North • Cairo NY              518-622-3862
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 • other times by appointment

www.gemwoodstoves.com

Absolute 43
Heat up to 2400 SF
Quiet, compact &  
powerful; dual fans

Absolute 63
Industry leading heat  
& control, heat up to  

3400 SF

P43
Most compact,  

powerful P-Series  
pellet stove

P68
One of the  

most efficient stoves  
on the market!

Allure 50
Stylish, powerful  

& quiet
92 lb. hopper!

Accentra 52i 
Insert

“The best selling 
insert just got hotter!”

Heat up to 2600 SF, 
features automatic 

ignition & temperature 
control!

Featuring Smart Operation Easy Touch 
Controls —  with scheduling, cleaning 

prompts & gauges.
Visit www.harmanstoves.com or  
Gem Woodstove Company for

CURRENT OFFERS!

www.gemstoveandfireplace.com

FINANCING  
AVAILABLE 

TO QUALIFIED  
CUSTOMERS  

ASK FOR DETAILS

Come see our  
new displays  

of stoves,  
inserts &  

fireplaces

Pellet and 
charcoal grills, 

grill accessories, 
BBQ pellets, 

charcoal, wood 
and gas firepits

GEM STOVE AND FIREPLACE CO.

Pro Painting LLC
All Phases Interior & 
Exterior Painting

• Pressure Washing
• Free Estimates
Call Ryan
845-901-6645

Fully Insured Free Estimates

(845) 532-2999 @CanopyTreeLLC

Adam Watson Certified Arborist
AdamWatson@CanopyTreeLLC.com

CanopyTreeLLC.com

Ulster.CCE.Cornell.edu
(845) 340-3990
Ulster@Cornell.edu
232 Plaza Road, 
Kingston, NY 12401

Agriculture•Environment
Healthy Communities•4-H

CCE
ULSTER

GARDEN DAY 
Returns April 22!

Join the Master Gardeners for ‘Garden 
Solutions for a Green Planet’ featuring 
a keynote from Carolyn Keogh at 
SUNY Ulster from 8:30 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Learn more & register at:
Link.CCEUlster.com/GD23

successful. Ultimately, however, it is their 
expertise in assisting customers that is 
most useful. Rick says that people will 
often come in with a broken item and 
ask for direction. The Smiths and their 
eight employees walk them through the 
steps of what it will take for them to 
complete their project. This kind of one-
on-one customer service, passed down 
through the generations, has helped 
Smith Hardware remain a vital part of 
the community.  

Each generation has also been able to 
bring something new to the table.  Ja-
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cob, for example, completely digitized 
the store, bringing it into the present 
century. PC Smith is now able to track 
35,000 active items, keeping up with 
seasonal and area trends. This advance-
ment became vital during the pandemic, 
when their business markedly increased. 
Jacob credits that uptick to the fact that 
people felt safe with them during a scary 
time. They were trustworthy and local, 
kept items clean, had a strict mask policy, 
and offered curbside delivery.

H. Houst & Sons Hardware Inc.

Woodstock in the 1930s was a well-estab-
lished arts colony, but even artists depend 
on someone practical to provide them ev-
eryday services. It was here that Henry O. 
Houst set up a small electric-motor repair 
shop on Rock City Road in 1932.

As time went by, he added a place to 
sell tools, hardware and paint. A de-
cade later, his son Henry T. joined the 
business. Henry T. bought the current 
location on Mill Hill Road in the very 
center of the hamlet. The store remains 
there to this day.

Henry T. left the business to his two 
sons, Henry L. and Milton. Henry L.’s son 
Ned tells the tale of coming to Woodstock 
to give working at the family hardware 
store a try after three years as a naval 
officer. He was going to give the job a 
year to see how it worked out. “It’s been 
a long year.” he quipped after over a half-
century of seeing how it would work out.

Currently Jody Bryan, Ned’s stepdaugh-
ter, and her husband run H. Houst and 
Sons. She has been working there since 
she graduated college, and has never 
looked back. “The hardware business is 
never boring. After all these years, I still 

learn new things.” 
The business has changed over the 

years, and the staff all work hard to stay 
in tune with the needs and wants of the 
community. The store used to sell cloth-
ing and school supplies. Now it instead 
hosts an improved kitchenware section. 

Cultural and environmental awareness 
is important. The store no longer sells 
lawn and garden chemicals. It seeks 
alternatives to plastic containers. 

Houst’s encourages their customers to 
do their own trouble-shooting and re-
pairing. Rather than things being thrown 
away, repairs keep them working longer. 
To help with that, Houst’s stocks specialty 
items that often can’t be found even in 
big-box stores. Houst’s also now runs a 
large equipment-rental business so that 
not every tool or piece of machinery needs 
to be purchased. 

“For over 90 years now, it is the people, 
our staff and our customers, who have 
made us what we are,” Jody says. “Every-
one loves a good hardware store!” 

Jody left us with an affectionate tribute 

fashioned by Woodstock poet Will Nixon. 
Unsurprisingly, it’s entitled: 

H. Houst & Son
Heaven and Hell in the same aisle as 

the helium balloons you buy to knock 
some sense into the sky.

Oil for the paraffin lamp so you can 
write poems by the light Emily wrote by.

Umber for the moods too much like 
March you begin to miss by July.

Suppose you weren’t born with the genes 
for splicing wires or hanging chandeliers.

There’s still hope at the hardware. The 
same two clowns who manage this place, 
the General & the Saboteur, also happen 
to manage your psyche. One never fails. 
The other always has fun.

So buy the dog bone shaped like an 
Olmec god. The squirrel-proof feeder that 
squirrels prefer.

Order the 1/4” screwlatchboltswitch that 
only costs 39¢ whatever the hell it’s for.

Nobody votes against hardware. Rumor 
says there’s a light bulb in back that 
burns forever.

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

Left, H. Houst and Sons, family owned for generations; right, Ned Houst ran the hardware store for over 50 years.

Left, Jody Bryan, Ned’s stepdaughter, and her husband currently run 
Houst; right, everyone loves a good hardware store.
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Pools, Spas & 
Patio Furniture

Now is the time to BUY!
12 month NO interest on Pools ● Spas ● Furniture

1606 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine (Next to Adams) 
Mon - Fri: 10 - 5pm; Sat: 10 - 5 pm; Closed Sunday

(845) 336-8080 • www.aquajetpools.com
Family owned and operated for over 30 years

SPRING IS COMING!

Furniture, Lighting, Home 

Decor, Tabletops, Accessories, 

Custom Window Treatments, 

Curtains, Reupholstery, Window 

Shades & Blinds, Wallpaper, 

Designer Fabrics, Area Rugs, 

Skincare, Bath & Body Products, 

Fragrances & Gifts

Marigold

INTERIOR DESIGN
& FURNISHINGS

HOME

KINGSTON | RHINEBECK

845-338-0800
www.marigold-home.com

From the Most Delicate Pruning to the Heaviest Removal, 
We Do it All With Care and Precision

• Pruning 
• Fertilizing
• Spraying NYS LICENSE

• Trunk & Soil Injection
• Appraising, Consulting 
• Storm Damage Repair

• Stump Grinding
• Cabling & Bracing
• 75' Lift Truck

• Fully Insured

845-255-8741
Dwight Meyer Bayne  CERTIFIED ARBORIST

mountaintreecare.net

Preserving the beauty of Ulster County’s trees since 1974Preserving the beauty of Ulster County’s trees since 19747

Mountain Tree Care
FURNITURE

FABULOUS

Live edge 
furniture. 
Robots. 
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday 
thru Sunday. And 

sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY
(845) 750 3035

fabulousfurnitureon28.com

OPENING MARCH 30TH

The Gardener’s Place To Be
• Cold-tolerant Pansies,  

Violas & more!
• Seeds &  

Seed-Starting Supplies
• Gifts & Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil

FRESH FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES • BAKERY

Easter Plants, Gifts 
& Decorations Too!
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Shear delight
Advice on pruning tools for the home gardener

by Lee Reich

S
oon after the first human 
deliberately pruned a plant, 
ideas for designs of special-
ized pruning tools may have 

taken shape. About 2000 years ago, 
a Roman named Columella wrote 
of the vinitoria falx, a grape-prun-
ing tool with six different functions.

I’ve never seen just one pruning tool 
that’ll do six different jobs. Depending 
on your plants and horticultural aspira-
tions, you may not even need six differ-
ent tools. But anyone who grows plants 
probably needs at least one pruning tool. 

Here’s a guide for what you may need:
Think about what you’ll be cutting, so 

that the tool is appropriate to the size of 
the cut. Too many gardeners attempt to 
shimmy and wiggle hand-held pruning 
shears through branches too thick to be 
cut effectively with this tool. Using the 
wrong-size tool makes pruning more dif-
ficult — even impossible — and leaves a 
forlorn-looking plant with ragged stubs. 
It can also mess up the tool.

If I was going to own just one pruning 
tool, it would probably be a hand shears 
(what the British call secateurs), which 
is useful for cutting stems up to about 
a half-inch across. The business end of 
hand shears has either anvil or bypass 
blades. With anvil shears, a sharp blade 
comes down on the flat edge of an oppos-
ing blade. The flat edge is soft metal so 
as not to dull the opposing sharp edge. 
Bypass shears, in contrast, work more 
like scissors, with two sharp blades slid-
ing past each other.

Anvil shears generally are cheaper 
than bypass shears — and the price 
difference is reflected in the resulting 
cut! Too often, anvil blades crush part 
of the stem at the end of the cut. And if 
the two blades do not mate perfectly, 
the resulting cut is incomplete, leaving 
the severed stem hanging on by a thread 
of bark. That wide, flattened blade also 

makes it difficult to get the tool right 
up against the base of a stem you want 
to remove.

A pair of hand shears is a very useful 
tool. I always check the weight, the hand 
fit, and the balance of prospective can-
didates before settling on one. You can 
buy special shears tailored to fit small 

hands or left hands. Check out how easily 
the blades of a particular pair of hand 
shears can be sharpened; some shears 
have replaceable blades.

Okay, I’ll go ahead and name names. I 
do lots of pruning and have many kinds 
of pruning tools, including many hand 
shears. My three favorite hand shears, all 

PHOTOS BY LEE REICH

Privet and crabapple hedge.
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WWW.WWW.CC22GG.US       .US       845845--255255--4900  4900      
Call or Visit us online for a FREE Price Quote!

IS IT TIME TO REPLACE IS IT TIME TO REPLACE 
YOUR OIL TANK?YOUR OIL TANK?

“
-The American Petroleum Institute.

Replacement Packages Replacement Packages 
starts as low asstarts as low as

$3,295.00$3,295.00
Call orVisit u

ReReRe

CC22G offers Custom Oil Tank Packages G offers Custom Oil Tank Packages 
Available with up to 30 Year Warranties!Available with up to 30 Year Warranties!

Abhi LeoneAbhi Leone
Decks/Porches • Additions • RemodelingDecks/Porches • Additions • Remodeling

Insured • References • 35+ Years
For Friendly & Reliable Service Call

DECKWORKS, INC.DECKWORKS, INC.
845-679-6594 • Cell: 845-332-6594

“For All Your 
Home Improvement Needs!”

ROBERT BLOOMER         FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED
• TAKE DOWNS
• CHIPPING
• TOPPING
• CLEARING
• SCENIC VIEWS
• CABLING
• STORM DAMAGES

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”

We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating
for Driveways and Parking Lots.

845-679-7949
Serving the Hudson Valley

Cell: 914-388-0501                           robert.bloomer@yahoo.com

BLUE
SWAN 
Painting
and Design

Design & Color Consultancy
Specialized Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Free Consultation within the 
Hudson Valley Area

We can turn your visions 
into reality

blueswanpainters.com
718.532.6234

Pabla’s Flowers 
& Landscaping

Garden Designs • Masonry
Home Remodeling
Electric • Plumber

Interior and exterior paint
No job is too big for us

Excellent references from the 
Neighborhood • Insured 

womenherorines@gmail.com

845-663-4207
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hang on the rack near the door out to the 
garden. (Why so many tools? I amassed 
them in conjunction with writing a book, 
“The Oruning Book.” 

My personal favorite hand shears is 
my ARS shears. Coming in as close 
seconds are my Felco shears, useful for 
heavier cuts, and my Pica shears, which 
are light shears that I’ll often toss in 
my back pocket when going out to the 
garden even with no special intention 
of pruning anything.

Pruners, loppers and chain saws 

For pruning branches larger than a 
half-inch across, up to about an inch-
and-a-half in diameter, you’ll need a 
lopper. This tool is essentially the same 
as hand shears, except that the blades 
are heavier and the handles are a couple 
of feet long. Like hand shears, the lop-
per’s business end may be either the 
anvil or bypass type. The long handles 
of the lopper give leverage to cut through 
those larger stems, and allow me to reach 
into the base of an overgrown rose or 
gooseberry bush without being attacked 
by thorns.

Some loppers and hand shears gain ex-
tra cutting power with a gear or a ratchet 
mechanism. Extra cutting power is what 
I particularly like about my Fiskars lop-
pers, my favorites in this kind of tool.

Where more cutting power is needed 
than my loppers can provide, I go to my 
shed to grab a pruning saw. In contrast 
to woodworking saws, teeth on pruning 
saws are designed to cope with green 
wood without clogging or gumming. 
Best are the so-called Japanese blades 
(sometimes called “turbo,” “tri-cut,” or 

“frictionless” blades), which cut quickly 
and cleanly. All come in various sizes, 
from those that fold up to neatly fit in 
your back pocket to those you carry in 
a belt holster.

We can’t leave the subject of pruning 
saws without my mentioning the chain 
saw, a useful but dangerous tool. These 
gasoline or electric saws make quick 
work of large limbs, human or arboreal. 
A chain saw is overkill where you have 
only a backyard full of plants to prune. 
If the size of a cut dictates the need for 
such a tool, rent one for the job, or, even 
better, hire a professional with a chain 
saw to do the job for you.

Experience with chain saws breeds 
respect for this useful, albeit dangerous, 
pruning tool. If you feel the need to own 
a chain saw, purchase one scaled to the 
wood you’ll be cutting. And when you 

make your purchase, also buy a pair of 
goggles,  ear protectors, and chaps.

If you have formal hedges to care for, 
you’ll need hedge shears to keep them 
shapely. Hand shears, looking like giant 
scissors, are fine for a small hedge. For 
larger hedges or quicker shearing, go for 
electric shears whose straight bar, with 
its oscillating blade, serves the same 
purpose as the hand shears. 

I have a long hedge of privet, another 
of crabapple, and one of boxwood, in 
addition to a couple of shaped yews, so 
I use electric shears. Battery-powered 
hedge shears make the job very enjoy-
able, enough to have inspired me to more 
fancifully sculpt the plants.

Consider safety issues 

Over the centuries, lots of pruning tools 
have been devised for very specialized 

A good selection of pruning tools.

Folding pruning saw.
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KD 
Petwatch

house sitting | pet watching | dog walking

email kdpetwatch@gmail.com

Portable 

Toilet 

Rentals

Pine-scented 
green • Rose-
scented pink 
Carmel • White 
Blue • Gray 
Red and blue 
Handicap 
accessible

845-658-8766 • 845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Having an event?
Sporting Events • Concerts • Street 

Festivals • Parks • Construction/
Building Sites • Public Areas

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

TLKLLC
purposes. Examples are a hook for grub-
bing out raspberry canes, a sharpened 
cylinder for cutting strawberry runners, 

and battery-powered pole hedge shears, 
the latter of which I own and use for 
reaching upper parts of my tall hedges.

Of all specialized tools available, one 
that I would recommend against is the 
high-limb chain saw. It’s merely a length 
of chain saw with a rope attached to 
each of its ends. You throw the device 
over a high limb, grasp onto the end of 
each rope, centering the toothed chain 
over the limb, and then alternately pull 
down on the ropes. The results can be 
disastrous, with the worst-case scenario 
being the limb toppling on top of you as it 
tears a long strip of bark from the trunk.

A pole pruner is a saner way to deal with 
high limbs. My pole pruner is capped by 
both a shearing blade and a pruning saw, 
giving me a choice of cutting devices once 
I work the tool up through the tree to the 
branches. A rope activates the shearing 
blades, allowing this tool to perform the 
same job as hand shears — except many 
feet up in the tree. The pole pruner is a 
useful tool even if not quite as versatile 
as Columella’s six-in-one tool for prun-
ing grapes.

New Paltz writer Lee Reich, author of 
The Pruning Book, Weedless Gardening 
and other books, is also a garden con-
sultant specializing in fruit, vegetable, 
and nut growing. He hosts workshops 
at his New Paltz farmden. For more 
information, go to www.leereich.com. 

Pole hedge trimmer.
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We provide the backdrop. 
  You write the story.

At Woodland Pond, the sprawling natural 
beauty of the Shawangunk Ridge 
provides the perfect setting for your ideal 
retirement lifestyle. Whether yours is an 
epic adventure or an exploration in arts 

to create a tale that’s all your own.

continuing care retirement community in 

you can rest assured that you’ll have 
access to a full spectrum of the highest-
rated care options, if ever needed — all with 

100 WOODLAND POND CIRCLE, NEW PALTZ, NY 12561

Start Your Next Chapter

At Woodland Pond, the sprawling 
natural beauty of the Shawangunk Ridge 
provides the perfect setting for your 
ideal retirement lifestyle. Whether yours is 
an epic adventure or an exploration in arts 
and culture, you’ll fi nd every opportunity 
to create a tale that’s all your own. 

What’s more, as the only not-for-profi t Life 
Plan community in the Mid-Hudson Valley, 
you can rest assured that you’ll have 
access to a full spectrum of the highest 
rated care options, if ever needed — all 
with predictable and aff ordable costs 
for life.
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